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The Quotes

“If you don’t blow your own horn once in awhile, others might mistake it for
a spittoon.” ~ Anon

“A profession is an occupation for which the necessary preliminary training
is intellectual in character, involving knowledge and, to some extent, learning
as distinguished from mere skill. It is an occupation which is pursued largely
for others and not merely for one’s self. It is an occupation in which the
bnpvou pg Gobodjbr sfuvso jt opu ul f bddfqufe nfbtvst py tvddfttd

~ Supreme Court Justice Brandeis

1Boujdjgbuf ui f ejgdviu cz nbobhjoh ui f fotzd Mop U{v
TUIT npohfs zpv xbju up efdjef xi1bu zpv xbou up ep-uif npst ynt zpvist
wasting. It's up to you to want something so badly that your passion shows

through in your actions. Your actions, not your words, will do the shouting
for you” ~ Derek Jeter
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A Piece Of My Mind

Well, spring has sprung in LaLal.and d a time when the yowers bloom, the grass
gets green, and the freeways are crowded with out-of-town actors whodive come
west for pilot season.

Yes, it0s that time of year when actors from every part of the globe come
to that place just below the Hollywood sign 8 seeking fame and fortune.

As an old-timer here, let me be the prst to welcome you.

But before you settle in at the Oakwood Apartments, and start
sending out your pictures & here are three other old-timers with
some advice (and a few warnings):

“Behind the phony tinsel of Hollywood lies the real tinsel.”
~ Oscar Levant

“Half the people in Hollywood are dying to be discovered

— and the other half are afraid they will be.” ~ Lionel
Barrymore

“You can take all the sincerity in Hollywood and stuff it in

the navel of a gnat ... and still have room left over for three
caraway seeds and an agent’s heart.” ~ Fred Allen
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While these stalwarts are unlikely to be topped by the likes
of your humble correspondent, 10d like to add my 24 cents
0 (adjusted for inyation).

First, Fred Allends remark:

This quote is generally repeated with two rather signipcant
differences; opreyyd in the prst instance and oproducero in
the second.

| actually heard Fred Allen utter this remark back in the 506s
d on a television show called Masquerade Party d and live
got it right. | know, because | wrote it down ¢ and | still
have that piece of paper. (Am | a mite anal retentive? Can
we talk?)

And just listen to the alliteration ... onavel of a gnato — then
consider the difference between a producer (who0s usually a
Otrue-believerd) and an agent. Need | say more?

Bottom Line? My version is correct and the one that you
can pnd all over the internet must be a prst draft.

Anyway, back to the subject at hand; like all my predeces-
sors, | have some advisories (warnings) for you:

1. Don(t listen to the advice of other actors who are just get-
ting started themselves. If you listen, you will hear a lot of

bovine leavings d much of which starts with the words, 0ln
this town...0

Most of this balloon juice is useless & and sometimes
WOrse.

2. Find a decent place to live. Living in a garret is all right
if youdre a French impressionist painter d but living like a
starving artist is a good way to become a starving artist and
stay that way for a long time. Unlike painters, actors are
rarely discovered after theydre dead.

3. Take classes. There are two very good reasons for this.
First you will learn a lot from the acting teachers here in
LA. (There are many good ones.) And secondly, you will
begin to meet people. Since our business is one of constant
collaboration, it6s a good idea to get started on this part of
your career immediately.

4, TCB. Take care of business. What this means is looking
out for your pnances in a realistic way, budgeting for your
career needs, saving for a rainy day (youdd be surprised how
many people think it doesndt rain in LaLaland - it does&
and often), and generally acting like a responsible business
person.

Even if thatos not you, ACT like it is.
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5. Take care of yourself. Stay healthy. Although, thanks to
technology, there seem to be increasing opportunities for
dead actors, why go to that extreme just to get another good
credit? Eat well, exercise, drive carefully and dondt ingest
too much. (Food, drink or drugs.)

6. Relax. This is probably going to take awhile d and there
might be some pain involved. Keep in mind that pain is
inevitable, misery is optional. Breathe deeply. Take up a
hobby. Pay attention to the rest of the world. Anxiety, frus-
tration and worry will not make things go any faster.

7. Be nice to others. This sneaky ploy works in all walks of
life.

8. Donit become a critic. We have plenty of critics already
and they add very little to the product we sell. Unfortunately a
lot of newcomers think that they will impress others with their
criticism of successful productions - that itds a way to look
smart. Believe me, you wonot impress and you wonit look
smart. Youdll just come off as an amateur wannabe. Instead,
do what the stars do. Smile and say what the stars say: 0That
was quite a picture!6 oWell, what can | say - amazing!6 0You
really had me going there.0 Etc. This is not called lying, this
Is called professional courtesy.

9. Decide that you are here because you want to act for
money. Workshops, Equity-waiver, experimental plms, etc.

are all pne to keep your dinstrumentd tuned - but they can
quickly become a way of life if you are not determined to
make money at this. Be careful out there.

10. Try making a plan. I know this is a lot like homework,
but the results of sitting down for a few hours with a pen and
paper & and really determining what you want out of your
acting career @ are truly amazing. Remember, “A bad plan,
vigorously executed, is better than no plan at all.” ~ Patton
(the general, not the actor)

Well, ten is a nice round numbere& but if | were to go on to
eleven, it would be this:

Do everything you can to be a happy person & right now.

If you think you can grouse today and then be happy some-
day in the future, 10m here to tell you that happiness just
doesndt work that way. Putting off happiness until 6some-
dayd lasts forever.

If you canit be happy where you are, itls a cinch you canot
be happy where you ainft.

Okay, now you are warned and advised.
Go be wonderful.

Much Success, it
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Lens Speed — The relative capacity of a lens to
admit light. The speed of a lens is all about the
size of the aperture. The larger the aperture, the
faster the lens. A fast lens can capture images
ts agr ns gt ognlmy xnyzfyntsx fy mnlm xmzyyjw
speeds.

Sequence — A number of scenes linked together by
time, location, or narrative continuity — to form an
episode in a motion picture. It's very much like a
chapter in a book, a scene being the “paragraph”
and a shot a “sentence.” Traditionally — but not al-
| f—x 8 T agr xjvzjshj gjlnsx Jnym F kFijns fsi
Jsix Jnym FkFij2tzy3

Option - Producers and studios rarely buy source
material outright (a script, a book, or a story) but
rather “option” it. An option gives them the right
yt 1j{jotu ymj uwtoghy fsi Ijyny rfij Jnymns T xjy
frtzsy tkynrjl fsi tzypnsjx ymj astshnfqyjwirx3 Nk
the project is not made during that time, it goes into
ryzwstwtzsilg | mhm rjfsxymfyymj twninsfqt ]| sjw
tk ymj rfyjwnfg nx fogt | j1 yt +xmtug ny yt utyjsynfy
gz~jwxl [ mt rzxy flwjj yt wjnrgzwxj ymj xyzint tw
producer for the option cost plus any costs involved
in the development process. The source material in
an option deal is also sometimes referred to as the
“property.”

"We must overcome the notion that we
must be regular ... it robs you of the chance
to be extraordinary - and leads you to the
mediocre.” ~ Uta Hagen

www.YouMustAct.com

| click |



http://www.youmustact.com
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by James Shenton

re you a movie whiz? Do you know your Corleone from your Kurosawa?

Would you recognize a Hobbit if it hit you in the face? If not, don’t panic. To

help you look brilliant in your movie conversations, here’s a crash course in

the 10 most popular movies of all time — as voted by the readers of IMDD.
com. Careful, though ... ““here be spoilers.”
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10. Star Wars IV: A New Hope
“A long time ago, in a galaxy far, far, away . . .”

Luke Skywalker, farmhand — and son of Darth Vader - is
torn from his home when his aunt and uncle are murdered
by Imperial Storm Troopers searching for the stolen plans
to the Death Star, a space station with weaponry capable of
destroying planets.

Luke escapes with his two droids, R2D2 and C3PO, Jedi
Knight Obi Wan Kenobi, smuggler Han Solo and his yrst
mate Chewbacca.

After escaping Tatooine, the ragtag crew stumble upon the
Death Star shortly after it has destroyed the planet Alderaan.
Caught by its tractor beam, their ship is dragged in.

While attempting to escape the Death Star the team rescue
Princess Leia, held prisoner by Darth Vader.

During the rescue Obi Wan sacriyces himself T to allow the
others to escape.

In a grand ynale, Luke destroys the Death Star by yring
a missile into a weak spot in the structure of the ship and
Darth Vader, is cannoned off into the depths of space.

Quote: “I felt a great disturbance in the Force, as if
millions of voices suddenly cried out in terror and were
suddenly silenced.”

Trivia: Al Pacino, Burt Reynolds and James Caan — all
turned down the role of Han Solo. Christopher Walken tried
out for the role — but didn’t get it.

9. Pulp Fiction

A movie whose various plotlines are far too intertwined to
summarize in a paragraph or two — Pulp Fiction tells the
story of a day in the life of a group of unusual people ... two
hitmen, the wife of a gangster, and a boxer who killed some-
one in the ring, among others.

Edited to tie each story together, the movie often plays out
of sequence T to the point where the ynal scene and the
opening scene take place at the same time.

Jammed with pop culture references and quotable lines —
Pulp Fiction stays true to form as a Tarantino movie.

Quote: “Zed’s dead, baby. Zed’s dead.”

Trivia: Vincent Vega (John Travolta) is the brother of Vic
\ega, also known as Mr Blonde, in Reservoir Dogs.
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8. The Good, the Bad and the Ugly

Set during the Civil War, the movie follows 3 protagonists
The Good — “The Man With No Name” (Clint Eastwood)
The Bad — Snake Eyes (Lee Van Cleef) and The Ugly — Tuco
(Eli Wallach) — in their search of a hoard of gold stolen by
bank robber, Bill Carson.

All three want 50% of the gold — resulting in a good old-
fashioned standoff. Snake Eyes is shot dead. The honorable
“Man With No Name” allows Tuco to take his share of the
booty.

Quote: “You see, in this world there’s two
kinds of people, my friend: Those with
loaded guns and those who dig. You dig.”

Trivia: Clint Eastwood wore the same

poncho for all three “Man With No Name”
movies — without washing it once.

7. Schindler’s List

Schindler’s List tells the true story of Oscar Schindler, a
Nazi industrialist who became so moved by the plight of the
Jewish people, during World War 11, that he devoted himself

= SE

to saving as many as he could.

Even after rescuing over 1,100 Jews from the gas chamber,
Schindler bemoans the fact that he could have saved more
T if had he sacriyced everything he had.

Quote: “I could have got more out. I could have got more.
I don’t know. If I’d just... I could have got more.”

Trivia: Steven Spielberg refused to take any pay for the
ylm, claiming that it would feel like he was taking ¢blood
money’.

6. The Seven Samurai

Regarded as Akira Kurosawads greatest ylm,
The Seven Samurai tells the story of a terror-
ized village in war-torn 16th Century Japan.

Constantly attacked by gangs of bandits, the
residents enlist the services of seven ronin, or
samurai without masters, to protect them. De-
spite initial tensions between the villagers and
the samurali, they together successfully defend the village
against the bandits. However, their success comes at the
cost of the lives of four samurai.

Quote: “What’s the use of worrying about your beard
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when your head’s about to be taken?”

Trivia: The three samurai whose characters sur-
vived the ylm were the yrst three to die in real

life. The Magniycent Seven is a western- ~ “= © 5 o
ized version of this classic. i

5. Casablanca

Hiding out in Casablanca, Mo-
rocco during World War I,
exiled American and former
freedom yghter, Rick Blaine
(Humphrey Bogart) passes his
time running a popular nightspot
called Rick’s Place.

Blaine’s tedium is interrupted when :
Czech Resistance leader, Victor A . -
Laszlo arrives with his beautiful

wife llsa — Blaine’s ex-lover (Ingrid Berg-

man).

Blaine holds the key to Laszlo’s safe passage out of the

country and llsa offers herself to him — in exchange for
her husbandds safety. Blaine faces the choice of sacriycing
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Laszlo to win back llsa, but in the end decides to do the
honorable thing.

Quote: “If that plane leaves the ground and you’re

v Wk not with him, you’ll regret it. Maybe not today.

~ -4 Maybe not tomorrow, but soon and for the rest
of your life.”

o

Trivia: The line “Here’s lookin’ at you, kid’

was voted the 5th most well known

movie line in history, by the Amer-
ican Film Institute.

4. Lord of the Rings: The
Return of the King

The third and ynal instalment of the

Lord of the Rings trilogy, The Return

of the King offers an epic ynale to Frodods

quest (thousands of extras took part in the
ylming to add to the drama).

Finally arriving at Mt. Doom, Frodo is overcome by ex-
haustion and the stress of bearing the Ring.

Helped by Sam, Frodo manages to make his way into the
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